“Little Mary”

In Loving Memory Of

Mary Saretsky

God Knows Best
Our Father knows what’s best for us, so why should we complain...
We always want the sunshine, but He knows there must be rain.
We love the sound of laughter and the merriment of cheer,
But our hearts would lose their tenderness if we never shed a tear.
Our Father tests us often with suffering and with sorrow;
He tests us, not to punish us, but to help us meet “tomorrow.”
For growing trees are strengthened, when they withstand the storm;
And the sharp cut of the chisel gives the marble grace and form.
God never hurts us needlessly, and He never wastes our pain;
For every loss He sends to us is followed by rich gain.
And when we count the blessings that God has so freely sent;
We will find no cause for murmuring and no time to lament.
For Our Father loves His children, and to Him all things are plain;
So He never sends us “pleasure” when the “soul’s deep need is pain.”
So whenever we are troubled, and when everything goes wrong,
It is just God; working in us to make our spirits strong.”
				

~Helen Steiner Rice
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Mary was born on December 6, 1929, to Wendelin and Frances (née Phifler) Schnurr
at Allan, SK, where she was raised and educated. Following her education, she worked
at a greenhouse in Kelowna, British Columbia, with her sister. Later on, Mary returned
to Saskatchewan and, in 1949, entered the Convent of St. Elizabeth. As a religious
sister, she worked in Saskatoon, as well as in other locations in the province. After
much pondering about her future, Mary felt strongly led to follow another path in life
and, in 1967, she left the convent. The following year, Mary moved to Humboldt, and
worked in the x-ray department of St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. During that time, she met
Valentine “Val” Saretsky. Mary and Val’s special friendship culminated in their marriage
on September 13, 1969, at Humboldt. Their union was blessed with a son, Dwayne.
The Saretskys resided in Regina, SK, until the late 1980’s when they moved back to
Humboldt. Mary possessed a servant’s heart and a volunteering spirit, and always put
everyone else’s needs and wants before her own. As a result, she was a real asset
in the community as a member of the C.W.L., Friends of the Museum, St. Elizabeth’s
Hospital Pastoral Care and Palliative Care teams, and an assistant at the Good Neighbor
Store. As well, Mary enthusiastically took part in almost all other community functions
and events. Other than some fishing trips to her son’s cabin at Besnard Lake in Northern
Saskatchewan each year, a few trips to visit family in BC, and attending fall suppers
and church bazaars in Humboldt and in neighboring towns, Mary was not one to travel
extensively. She was most content to stay close to home, tending to her household
chores, gardening, and yard work, which included her joy and great pride tending to
her 200+ solar lights! She also spent time knitting and doing embroidery, cooking for
family gatherings, helping her son and daughter-in-law in various ways, and getting
together for a visit over coffee with her friends. Her effervescent personality, great
sense of humor, quick wit, and genuine love and concern for others were like a magnet
which attracted a host of friends. A congenial hostess, Mary’s wonderful dinner parties,
complete with card games, provided much fun, laughter, and memorable conversations
for her – and for her guests. Truly, “to know her was to love her.” Mary will be lovingly
remembered and deeply missed by her son and “daughter”-in-law, Dwayne and Juanita
Saretsky of Humboldt, SK; sister Veronica Stinson, and sister-in-law Clara Schnurr,
both of Victoria, BC; by numerous nieces and nephews; and in-laws of the Saretsky
family. She was predeceased by her husband, Valentine “Val” Saretsky (November 1,
1993); parents, Wendelin and Frances (née Phifler) Schnurr; sisters and brothers: Cecilia
(Nick) Biblow; Louis (Eleanor) Schnurr; Sr. Frances Schnurr, OSE; George (Eleanor)
Schnurr; Margaret (Joe) Martin; Joe (Victoria) Schnurr; Christine (George) King; Barbara
(Rolie) Walsh; Ned Schnurr; John (Irene) Schnurr; Irene (George) Goetholz; Wendelin
(Betty) Schnurr; Wilhelmina Schnurr (at the age of 12); and brother-in-law Bill Stinson.

